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The focus of this book are the author's vivid memories of service as a company commander in a Red Army
officers' penal battalion on the Eastern Front 1944-45.

During this time, he and his unit participated in the 1944 Soviet summer offensive Operation 'Bagration', the
Vistula-Oder operation into eastern Germany, and the final assault on Berlin.

The stories of penal companies and battalions in the Red Army gave birth to legends about men who rushed
to the attack across minefields against German machine-guns with one rifle per three men. The author of this
book knows from his own experience what a penal battalion is. A common threat during the war, "I will send
you to a penal battalion!" meant nothing to him. He was there.

He was a platoon commander and later a commander of an officers' penal company. He was a senior
lieutenant having a degraded regiment commander as a second-in-command. He and his company had to
carry out the most difficult and dangerous operations in order to break through the enemy defenses. With
more than 80% of the men lost his company succeeded in completing their missions. The horrors of war, the
hand-to-hand fights with a desperately struggling enemy are described in this book along with a story of a
strong feeling between the young officer and a hospital nurse Rita. Thanks to Alexander Rita was appointed
a nurse in the penal battalion. She saved dozens of soldiers, carrying them from the battlefield under enemy
fire. It was Rita who saved Alexander Pyl'cyn from death, when he was badly wounded near Berlin. She
became his wife in the last months of the war. The author is brilliant at detailing the way of life and personal
relations in the war. In this horrible slaughter cowardice and treason went side by side with friendship and
heroism. In these inhuman conditions people remained as they were: they lived, they laughed, they loved.

Key sales points: High-quality memoirs from Soviet soldiers who served on the Eastern Front are rare - rarer
still are firsthand accounts of the Red Army's penal battalions / The author's intense and exciting style
produces a fluid and highly-readable account of the brutal reality of war in the East during its most bitter
final phase / Includes the author's experiences during the storming of Berlin 1945, and his battlefield
romance with Rita, the battalion's nurse, and his future wife.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Shanks:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company
Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) has been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Penalty Strike: The
Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) is not only
giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Penalty Strike: The
Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War). You never
really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Donna Young:

Here thing why that Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1
(Soviet Memories of War) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but
it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Penalty Strike: The
Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet
Memories of War). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park
your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander
1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War) in e-book can be your alternative.

Liliana Stevens:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this Penalty Strike:
The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet Memories of War).

Marjorie Calhoun:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability



or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be study. Penalty Strike: The Memoirs of a Red Army Penal Company Commander 1943-45: v. 1 (Soviet
Memories of War) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.
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