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Poetry makes nothing happen," wrote W. H. Auden in 1939, expressing a belief that came to dominate
American literary institutions in the late 1940s--the idea that good poetry cannot, and should not, be
politically engaged. By contrast, Michael Thurston here looks back to the 1920s and 1930s to a generation of
poets who wrote with the precise hope and the deep conviction that they would move their audiences to
action. He offers an engaging new look at the political poetry of Edwin Rolfe, Langston Hughes, Ezra
Pound, and Muriel Rukeyser.

Thurston combines close textual reading of the poems with research into their historical context to reveal
how these four poets deployed the resources of tradition and experimentation to contest and redefine political
common sense. In the process, he demonstrates that the aesthetic censure under which much partisan writing
has labored needs dramatic revision. Although each of these poets worked with different forms and toward
different ends, Thurston shows that their strategies succeed as poetry. He argues that partisan poetry
demands reflection not only on how we evaluate poems but also on what we value in poems and, therefore,
which poems we elevate.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

This Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars is great book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Rita Campanelli:

This Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars is fresh way for you
who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books
build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Mary Bradford:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry
between the World Wars. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Jacqueline Thompson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Making Something Happen: American Political
Poetry between the World Wars was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Making Something Happen: American Political Poetry between the World Wars has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun



and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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