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"Do not forget that ‘skill and integrity' are the keys to success." This was the last piece of advice on a list
Will Thurmond gave his son Strom in 1923. The younger Thurmond would keep the words in mind
throughout his long and colorful career as one of the South's last race-baiting demagogues and as a national
power broker who, along with Barry Goldwater and Ronald Reagan, was a major figure in modern
conservative politics.

But as the historian Joseph Crespino demonstrates in Strom Thurmond's America, the late South Carolina
senator followed only part of his father's counsel. Political skill was the key to Thurmond's many successes;
a consummate opportunist, he had less use for integrity. He was a thoroughgoing racist?he is best
remembered today for his twenty-four-hour filibuster in opposition to the Civil Rights Act of 1957?but he
fathered an illegitimate black daughter whose existence he did not publicly acknowledge during his lifetime.
A onetime Democrat and labor supporter, he switched parties in 1964 and helped to dismantle New Deal
protections for working Americans.

If Thurmond was a great hypocrite, though, he was also an innovator who saw the future of conservative
politics before just about anyone else. As early as the 1950s, he began to forge alliances with Christian Right
activists, and he eagerly took up the causes of big business, military spending, and anticommunism.
Crespino's adroit, lucid portrait reveals that Thurmond was, in fact, both a segregationist and a Sunbelt
conservative. The implications of this insight are vast. Thurmond was not a curiosity from a bygone era, but
rather one of the first conservative Republicans we would recognize as such today. Strom Thurmond's
America is about how he made his brand of politics central to American life.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Williams:

This Strom Thurmond's America are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason of this Strom Thurmond's America can be one of the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Strom Thurmond's America forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Kelly:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Strom Thurmond's
America that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you can pick Strom Thurmond's America become your own starter.

James McNally:

This Strom Thurmond's America is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information
for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Strom Thurmond's
America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Nikki Kirkland:

You may get this Strom Thurmond's America by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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