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Autobiographical impostures, once they come to light, appear to us as outrageous, scandalous. They confuse
lived and textual identity (the person in the world and the character in the text) and call into question what
we believe, what we doubt, and how we receive information. In the process, they tell us a lot about cultural
norms and anxieties. Burdens of Proof: Faith, Doubt, and Identity in Autobiography examines a broad range
of impostures in the United States, Canada, and Europe, and asks about each one: Why this particular
imposture? Why here and now?

Susanna Egan’s historical survey of texts from early Christendom to the nineteenth century provides an
understanding of the author in relation to the text and shows how plagiarism and other false claims have not
always been regarded as the frauds we consider them today. She then explores the role of the media in the
creation of much contemporary imposture, examining in particular the cases of Jumana Hanna, Norma
Khouri, and James Frey. The book also addresses ethnic imposture, deliberate fictions, plagiarism, and
ghostwriting, all of which raise moral, legal, historical, and cultural issues. Egan concludes the volume with
an examination of how historiography and law failed to support the identities of European Jews during
World War II, creating sufficient instability in Jewish identity and doubt about Jewish wartime experience
that the impostor could step in. This textual erasure of the Jews of Europe and the refashioning of their
experiences in fraudulent texts are examples of imposture as an outcrop of extreme identity crisis.

The first to examine these issues in North America and Europe, Burdens of Proof will be of interest to
scholars of life writing and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Burdens of Proof: Faith, Doubt, and Identity in
Autobiography (Life Writing) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Alysa Appel:

Exactly why? Because this Burdens of Proof: Faith, Doubt, and Identity in Autobiography (Life Writing) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

John Beaulieu:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Burdens of Proof: Faith,
Doubt, and Identity in Autobiography (Life Writing), you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Livia Wilder:

This Burdens of Proof: Faith, Doubt, and Identity in Autobiography (Life Writing) is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Burdens
of Proof: Faith, Doubt, and Identity in Autobiography (Life Writing) can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the



form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book style for your better life as well as knowledge.
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