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In the tempestuous closing decades of the sixteenth century, the Empire of Japan writhes in chaos as the
shogunate crumbles and rival warlords battle for supremacy. Warrior monks in their armed citadels block the
road to the capital; castles are destroyed, villages plundered, fields put to the torch.

Amid this devastation, three men dream of uniting the nation. At one extreme is the charismatic but brutal
Nobunaga, whose ruthless ambition crushes all before him. At the opposite pole is the cold, deliberate
Ieyasu, wise in counsel, brave in battle, mature beyond his years. But the keystone of this triumvirate is the
most memorable of all, Hideyoshi, who rises from the menial post of sandal bearer to become Taiko-absolute
ruler of Japan in the Emperor's name.

When Nobunaga emerges from obscurity by destroying an army ten times the size of his own, he allies
himself with Ieyasu, whose province is weak, but whose canniness and loyalty make him invaluable. Yet it is
the scrawny, monkey-faced Hideyoshi-brash, impulsive, and utterly fearless-who becomes the unlikely
savior of this ravaged land. Born the son of a farmer, he takes on the world with nothing but his bare hands
and his wits, turning doubters into loyal servants, rivals into faithful friends, and enemies into allies. In all
this he uses a piercing insight into human nature that unlocks castle gates, opens men's minds, and captures
women's hearts. For Hideyoshi's passions are not limited to war and intrigue-his faithful wife, Nene, holds
his love dear, even when she must share it; the chaste Oyu, sister of Hideyoshi's chief strategist, falls prey to
his desires; and the seductive Chacha, whom he rescues from the fiery destruction of her father's castle,
tempts his weakness.

As recounted by Eiji Yoshikawa, author of the international best-seller Musashi, Taiko tells many stories: of
the fury of Nobunaga and the fatal arrogance of the black-toothed Yoshimoto; of the pathetic downfall of the
House of Takeda; how the scorned Mitsuhide betrayed his master; how once impregnable ramparts fell as
their defenders died gloriously. Most of all, though, Taiko is the story of how one man transformed a nation
through the force of his will and the depth of his humanity. Filled with scenes of pageantry and violence, acts
of treachery and self-sacrifice, tenderness and savagery, Taiko combines the panoramic spectacle of a
Kurosawa epic with a vivid evocation of feudal Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Kerry Diaz:

This Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Sheila Davis:

The e-book with title Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan has a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Christopher Pruett:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Kenneth Porter:

The reason? Because this Taiko: An Epic Novel of War and Glory in Feudal Japan is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your ability



and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
e-book store hurriedly.
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