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Part memoir and part education (or lack thereof), The Know-It-All chronicles NPR contributor A.J. Jacobs's
hilarious, enlightening, and seemingly impossible quest to read the Encyclopaedia Britannica from A to Z.

33,000 PAGES
44 MILLION WORDS
10 BILLION YEARS OF HISTORY
1 OBSESSED MAN

To fill the ever-widening gaps in his Ivy League education, A.J. Jacobs sets for himself the daunting task of
reading all thirty-two volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. His wife, Julie, tells him it's a waste of time,
his friends believe he is losing his mind, and his father, a brilliant attorney who had once attempted the same
feat and quit somewhere around Borneo, is encouraging but unconvinced.

With self-deprecating wit and a disarming frankness, The Know-It-All recounts the unexpected and comically
disruptive effects Operation Encyclopedia has on every part of Jacobs's life -- from his newly minted
marriage to his complicated relationship with his father and the rest of his charmingly eccentric New York
family to his day job as an editor at Esquire. Jacobs's project tests the outer limits of his stamina and forces
him to explore the real meaning of intelligence as he endeavors to join Mensa, win a spot on Jeopardy!, and
absorb 33,000 pages of learning. On his journey he stumbles upon some of the strangest, funniest, and most
profound facts about every topic under the sun, all while battling fatigue, ridicule, and the paralyzing fear
that attends his first real-life responsibility -- the impending birth of his first child.

The Know-It-All is an ingenious, mightily entertaining memoir of one man's intellect, neuroses, and
obsessions, and a struggle between the all-consuming quest for factual knowledge and the undeniable gift of
hard-won wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the
Smartest Person in the World. Try to face the book The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become
the Smartest Person in the World as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Terrie Anderson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Susan Ross:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for you is The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in
the World this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this
book ideal all of you.

Mary Alejandro:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the
Smartest Person in the World was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Know-It-All: One Man's Humble Quest to Become the Smartest Person in the World has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and
believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can



make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.
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