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The most famous work of Japanese literature and the world's first novel—written a thousand years
ago and one of the enduring classics of world literature.

Written centuries before the time of Shakespeare and even Chaucer, The Tale of Genji marks the birth of the
novel—and after more than a millennium, this seminal work continues to enchant readers throughout the
world. Lady Murasaki Shikibu and her tale's hero, Prince Genji, have had an unmatched influence on
Japanese culture. Prince Genji manifests what was to become an image of the ideal Heian era courtier; gentle
and passionate. Genji is also a master poet, dancer, musician and painter. The Tale of Genji follows Prince
Genji through his many loves, and varied passions. This book has influenced not only generations of
courtiers and samurai of the distant past, but artists and painters even in modern times—episodes in the tale
have been incorporated into the design of kimonos and handicrafts, and the four-line poems called waka
which dance throughout this work have earned it a place as a classic text in the study of poetry.

This version by Kencho Suematsu was the first-ever translation in English. Condensed, it's a quarter length
of the unabridged text, making it perfect for readers with limited time.

"Not speaking is the wiser part,
And words are sometimes vain,
But to completely close the heart
In silence, gives me pain.

—Prince Genji, in The Tale of Genji
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From reader reviews:

William Harris:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Tale of Genji (Tuttle Classics).

Jennifer Darby:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled The Tale of
Genji (Tuttle Classics)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Bertha Boone:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Tale of Genji (Tuttle
Classics), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Tale of Genji (Tuttle
Classics) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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