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From one of the world’s most expert art critics, the incredible true story—part art history and part
mystery—of a Velazquez portrait that went missing and the obsessed nineteenth-century bookseller
determined to prove he had found it.

When John Snare, a nineteenth-century provincial bookseller, traveled to a liquidation auction, he stumbled
on a vivid portrait of King Charles I that defied any explanation. The Charles of the painting was young—too
young to be king—and yet also too young to be painted by the Flemish painter to which the work was
attributed. Snare had found something incredible—but what?

His research brought him to Diego Velazquez, whose long-lost portrait of Prince Charles has eluded art
experts for generations. Velazquez (1599–1660) was the official painter of the Madrid court, during the time
the Spanish Empire teetered on the edge of collapse. When Prince Charles of England—a man wealthy
enough to help turn Spain’s fortunes—ventured to the court to propose a marriage with a Spanish princess,
he allowed just a few hours to sit for his portrait. Snare believed only Velazquez could have met this
challenge. But in making his theory public, Snare was ostracized, victim to aristocrats and critics who
accused him of fraud, and forced to choose, like Velazquez himself, between art and family.

A thrilling investigation into the complex meaning of authenticity and the unshakable determination that
drives both artists and collectors of their work, The Vanishing Velazquez travels from extravagant Spanish
courts in the 1700s to the gritty courtrooms and auction houses of nineteenth-century London and New York.
But it is above all a tale of mystery and detection, of tragic mishaps and mistaken identities, of class, politics,
snobbery, crime, and almost farcical accident. It is a magnificently crafted page-turner, a testimony to how
and why great works of art can affect us to the point of obsession.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Here thing why this kind of The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost
Masterpiece are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends
in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th
Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Vanishing Velázquez: A
19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th
Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece in e-book can be your option.

Mark Bottoms:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th
Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Stacey Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century
Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece as your daily resource information.

David Peacock:

The guide untitled The Vanishing Velázquez: A 19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost
Masterpiece is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content
that will be shown to a person. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Vanishing Velázquez: A



19th Century Bookseller's Obsession with a Lost Masterpiece from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.
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