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No longer willing to accept naval blockades, the impressment of American seamen, and seizures of
American ships and cargos, the United States declared war on Great Britain. The aim was to frighten Britain
into concessions and, if that failed, to bring the war to a swift conclusion with a quick strike at Canada. But
the British refused to cave in to American demands, the Canadian campaign ended in disaster, and the U.S.
government had to flee Washington, D.C., when it was invaded and burned by a British army.

By all objective measures, the War of 1812 was a debacle for the young republic, and yet it was celebrated as
a great military triumph. The American people believed they had won the war and expelled the invader.
Oliver H. Perry became a military hero, Francis Scott Key composed what became the national anthem and
commenced a national reverence for the flag, and the U.S.S. Constitution, "Old Ironsides," became a symbol
of American invincibility. Every aspect of the war, from its causes to its conclusion, was refashioned to
heighten the successes, obscure the mistakes, and blur embarrassing distinctions, long before there were
mass media or public relations officers in the Pentagon.

In this entertaining and meticulously researched book by America's leading authority on the War of 1812,
Donald R. Hickey dispels the many misconcep-tions that distort our view of America's second war with
Great Britain. Embracing military, naval, political, economic, and diplomatic analyses, Hickey looks
carefully at how the war was fought between 1812 and 1815, and how it was remembered thereafter. Was the
original declaration of war a bluff? What were the real roles of Canadian traitor Joseph Willcocks, Mohawk
leader John Norton, pirate Jean Laffite, and American naval hero Lucy Baker? Who killed the Shawnee chief
Tecumseh and who shot the British general Isaac Brock? Who actually won the war, and what is its lasting
legacy? Hickey peels away fantasies and embellishments to explore why cer-tain myths gained currency and
how they contributed to the way that the United States and Canada view themselves and each other.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Fulghum:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 had been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 is not only giving you
much more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of
the War of 1812. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Helen Scott:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Don't
Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Patrick Leon:

The event that you get from Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of 1812 giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of the War of
1812 instantly.

Robert Olsen:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Don't Give Up the Ship!: Myths of
the War of 1812 is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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