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In this book, Aleš Debeljak offers a refreshing alternative to postmodernists such as Baudrillard, who declare
the death of art conceived as yet another source of rootless, circulating fictions. Inspired by the melancholy
critical theory of Adorno and Benjamin, and drawing on Weber, Debeljak shows that with the dawning of
modernity, art was made autonomous. Art production was effectively emancipated from the exigencies of
everyday life and its guiding ideal of purposive rationality. The Renaissance brought on the first stage in a
long, gradual withdrawal of art from the hitherto dominant mythological, religious, and aristocratic
legitimization. Yet it was not until the 18th century that art assumed the separate status of a commodity to be
bought and sold. However, art paid a price for its autonomy; through commodification art production
ultimately become an extension of capitalist logic and control. The deterioration of bourgeois liberal
individualism into the narcissism of mass society accompanied the decomposition of art into simplified mass
art and commercialized kitsch. Maintaining its formal autonomy (museums, galleries, etc.), its content
became the universal object of indirect corporate exploitation. Today postmodern art, argues Debeljak, is
subjected to infinite reproducibility, total integration into mass society, and political resignation?no longer
representing an alternative reality. The postmodern institution of art thus cannot be simply cured of modern
structures and assumptions, but is, instead, fated to a continuous and painful relationship with modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Reluctant Modernity. All type
of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Doris Seavey:

The experience that you get from Reluctant Modernity could be the more deep you rooting the information
that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Reluctant Modernity giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
particular Reluctant Modernity instantly.

Michael Larose:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Reluctant Modernity can make you feel more interested to
read.

Victor McDowell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Reluctant Modernity.
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