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Batik occupies a special place in Indonesian culture. Each fabric has a rich story to tell—as a
reflection of the nation's religious beliefs, sophisticated court cultures and cosmopolitan history.

The extraordinary textiles in this book are from the collections of Rudolf Smend and Donald Harper. Most
date from the period 1880 to 1930 when the art of batik reached its apogee. Having collected historic batik
for over thirty years and published two books on the subject, Rudolf Smend has invited his friend and fellow
batik specialist Donald Harper to contribute his fine collection to this publication as well. None of the batik
in this book have been published before. They represent an exquisite cross-section of the batik production of
Java—the most important batik-producing region in the world.

The cloths are complemented by vintage photographs from the first quarter of the 20th century
demonstrating how the batik were worn at court and at home. Three are from museums in Dresden and
Cologne, while three are from the private collection of Leo Haks. The others have been collected over the
past 30 years from private sources in Java. The captions are by Maria Wronska-Friend, an ethnologist and
batik expert who frequently visits Indonesian batik centers and has worked for many years as an
anthropologist in Papua New Guinea. Her contributions provide fundamental knowledge for lovers of this art
form while at the same time providing new insights for experts.

Rudolf Smend has invited other batik aficionados of his generation to share their passion for batik in this
book. Inger McCabe Elliott, author of the bestselling Batik: Fabled Cloth of Java has contributed her lifelong
experience. Other authorities like Annegret Haake, Brigitte Khan Majlis and Jonathan Hope share their
views and expertise in these pages. This book represents a labor of love and a lifetime of friendship for the
two authors, who hope it will provide inspiration to a whole new generation of batik lovers.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Matson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia:
From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suitable book with you?

Timothy Roesch:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Batik, Traditional Textiles
of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections. All type of book could you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Linda Matthews:

This Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Batik, Traditional Textiles
of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Batik, Traditional
Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections can bring whenever you are
and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even cell phone. This Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald
Harper Collections having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Opal Moffett:

Beside this kind of Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia: From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper
Collections in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Batik, Traditional Textiles of Indonesia:
From The Rudolf Smend & Donald Harper Collections because this book offers for your requirements



readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it
from at this point!
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