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NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY TIME AND ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH • “What was it really
like to be Richard Nixon? Evan Thomas tackles this fascinating question by peeling back the layers of a man
driven by a poignant mix of optimism and fear.”—Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs

Evan Thomas delivers the best single-volume biography of Richard Nixon to date, a radical, unique portrait
of a complicated figure who was both determinedly optimistic and tragically flawed. The New York Times
bestselling author of Ike’s Bluff and Sea of Thunder, Thomas brings new life to one of American history’s
most infamous, paradoxical, and enigmatic politicians, dispensing with myths to achieve an intimate and
nuanced look at the actual man.

What drove a painfully shy outcast in elite Washington society—a man so self-conscious he refused to make
eye contact during meetings—to pursue power and public office? How did a president so attuned to the
American political id that he won reelection in a historic landslide lack the self-awareness to recognize the
gaping character flaws that would drive him from office and forever taint his legacy?

In Being Nixon, Evan Thomas peels away the layers of the complex, confounding figure who became
America’s thirty-seventh president. The son of devout Quakers, Richard Nixon (not unlike his rival John F.
Kennedy) grew up in the shadow of an older, favored brother and thrived on conflict and opposition.
Through high school and college, in the navy and in politics, he was constantly leading crusades and fighting
off enemies real and imagined. As maudlin as he was Machiavellian, Nixon possessed the plainspoken
eloquence to reduce American television audiences to tears with his career-saving “Checkers” speech;
meanwhile, his darker half hatched schemes designed to take down his political foes, earning him the
notorious nickname “Tricky Dick.”

Drawing on a wide range of historical accounts, Thomas reveals the contradictions of a leader whose vision
and foresight led him to achieve détente with the Soviet Union and reestablish relations with communist
China, but whose underhanded political tactics tainted his reputation long before the Watergate scandal. One
of the principal architects of the modern Republican Party and its “silent majority” of disaffected whites and
conservative ex-Dixiecrats, Nixon was also deemed a liberal in some quarters for his efforts to desegregate
Southern schools, create the Environmental Protection Agency, and end the draft.

A deeply insightful character study as well as a brilliant political biography, Being Nixon offers a surprising
look at a man capable of great bravery and extraordinary deviousness—a balanced portrait of a president too
often reduced to caricature.

Praise for Being Nixon

“A biography of eloquence and breadth . . . No single volume about Nixon’s long and interesting life could
be so comprehensive.”—Chicago Tribune

“Terrifically engaging . . . a fair, insightful and highly entertaining portrait.”—The Wall Street Journal



“Thomas has a fine eye for the telling quote and the funny vignette, and his style is eminently
readable.”—The New York Times Book Review

“Thomas proves an amiable and fair-minded tour guide.”—The Boston Globe

“Sharp and briskly written.”—Time

“A measured, concise, and important American biography.”—Michael Beschloss, author of Presidential
Courage
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Thibault:

This Being Nixon: A Man Divided book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Being
Nixon: A Man Divided without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Being Nixon: A Man Divided can bring once you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone.
This Being Nixon: A Man Divided having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Teresa Cook:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Being Nixon: A Man Divided your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never
get previous to. The Being Nixon: A Man Divided giving you one more experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lisa Saxon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Being Nixon: A Man Divided
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
could pick Being Nixon: A Man Divided become your personal starter.

Jessie Davis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Being Nixon: A Man Divided was filled about science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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