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Theoretical accounts of modern American poetry often regard literary texts as the expression of a
subjectivity irremediably fractured by the dividing practices of power. In Changing Subjects, Srikanth Reddy
seeks to redress our critical bias toward a fatalistic poetics of rupture and fragmentation by foregrounding a
fluent tradition of writers from Walt Whitman to John Ashbery who explore digression, rather than
disjunction, as a rhetorical strategy for the making of modern poetry.

Mapping the ramifying topography of literary digression, Changing Subjects offers a wide-ranging anatomy
of "the excursus" within twentieth-century American poetics. Moving from aesthetics to the archive to
narratology to figures of identity, Reddy considers various spheres in which American writers revisit and
revise our models of purposeful discourse by cultivating a poetics of digression in modern literature. In new
readings of authors such as Wallace Stevens, Marianne Moore, Frank O'Hara, and Lyn Hejinian, this study
proposes that "changing the subject" offers a digressive method for negotiating the vexing complexities of
art, knowledge, history, and subjectivity under the curious conditions of modernity. The book concludes with
a survey of "Elliptical" strategies employed by a new generation of poets, writing in the wake of John
Ashbery's aleatory craft, who seek to extend the digressive project of American poetry into the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Gussie Steller:

The book Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Changing
Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Debbie Jackson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important for all of us. The book Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American
Poetry ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American
Poetry is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book
Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Doreen Williams:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry this book consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Wayne Queen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This book Changing Subjects: Digressions in Modern American Poetry was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you



can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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