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The term "Manifest Destiny" has traditionally been linked to U.S. westward expansion in the nineteenth
century, the desire to spread republican government, and racialist theories like Anglo-Saxonism. Yet few
people realize the degree to which Manifest Destiny and American republicanism relied on a deeply anti-
Catholic civil-religious discourse. John C. Pinheiro traces the rise to prominence of this discourse, beginning
in the 1820s and culminating in the Mexican-American War of 1846-1848.

Pinheiro begins with social reformer and Protestant evangelist Lyman Beecher, who was largely responsible
for synthesizing seemingly unrelated strands of religious, patriotic, expansionist, and political sentiment into
one universally understood argument about the future of the United States. When the overwhelmingly
Protestant United States went to war with Catholic Mexico, this "Beecherite Synthesis" provided Americans
with the most important means of defining their own identity, understanding Mexicans, and interpreting the
larger meaning of the war. Anti-Catholic rhetoric constituted an integral piece of nearly every major
argument for or against the war and was so universally accepted that recruiters, politicians, diplomats,
journalists, soldiers, evangelical activists, abolitionists, and pacifists used it. It was also, Pinheiro shows, the
primary tool used by American soldiers to interpret Mexico's culture. All this activity in turn reshaped the
anti-Catholic movement. Preachers could now use caricatures of Mexicans to illustrate Roman Catholic
depravity and nativists could point to Mexico as a warning about what America would be like if dominated
by Catholics.

Missionaries of Republicanism provides a critical new perspective on Manifest Destiny, American
republicanism, anti-Catholicism, and Mexican-American relations in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Typically the book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War
(Religion in America) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion
in America) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Bernadine Williams:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Missionaries of Republicanism: A
Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America) is simple to bring you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Greta Rivera:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Missionaries of Republicanism: A Religious History of the
Mexican-American War (Religion in America) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Mary Nixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Missionaries of Republicanism: A
Religious History of the Mexican-American War (Religion in America).
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