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Winner National Association of Science Writers "Science in Society Award" for best book.

A fascinating story of medical experimentation, parental love, and the extreme measures taken to
make children fit within the norm.

Most people rarely think about their height beyond a little wishing and hoping. But for the parents of
children who are ridiculed by their peers for being extraordinarily tall or extraordinarily short, height can
cause great anguish. For decades, the medical establishment has responded to these worries by prescribing
controversial treatments and therapies for children who fall outside of the ?normal? height range. While
some have benefited, many have suffered from devastating side effects.

In this riveting book, Susan Cohen and Christine Cosgrove provide a voice for the parents, doctors,
scientists, and pharmaceutical companies involved in these experimental treatments. They also tell the story
of the boys and girls themselves, many of them now grown, who were subjected to a wide range of non-
FDA-approved medical procedures. These treatments? which consisted of extreme doses of estrogen,
pituitary glands taken from both animals and human cadavers, and testosterone injections?often had
disastrous side effects.

Who is to say how tall is too tall, and how short is too short? For many of the individuals represented in this
book, the answers have been clear?and they are grateful to the medical industry for improving upon nature.
For others, left in the wake of this same science, the answers are fueled by tragic regret. The authors explore
the dueling motives behind these procedures? with parents desperate to help their children ?fit in? and
doctors and scientists hungry for scientific breakthroughs. Combining extensive research and in-depth
interviews, Normal at Any Cost is the first book to place a human face on this complex and ethically charged
medical history.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Gailey:

The actual book Normal at Any Cost: Tall Girls, Short Boys, and the Medical Industry's Quest toManipulate
Height has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The
book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Coleen Faircloth:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Normal at Any Cost: Tall Girls, Short Boys, and the Medical
Industry's Quest toManipulate Height why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Edward Upton:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list will be Normal at Any Cost: Tall Girls, Short Boys, and the Medical
Industry's Quest toManipulate Height. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Gloria Quinones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims Normal at Any Cost: Tall Girls, Short Boys, and the Medical Industry's Quest toManipulate Height.
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