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Still the Promised City? addresses the question of why African-Americans have fared so poorly in securing
unskilled jobs in the postwar era and why new immigrants have done so well. Does the increase in
immigration bear some responsibility for the failure of more blacks to rise, for their disappearance from
many occupations, and for their failure to establish a presence in business?

The two most popular explanations for the condition of blacks invoke the decline of manufacturing in New
York and other major American cities: one claims that this decline has closed off job opportunities for blacks
that were available for earlier immigrants who lacked skills and education; the other emphasizes
"globalization"--the movement of manufacturing jobs offshore to areas with lower labor costs. But Roger
Waldinger shows that these explanations do not fit the facts. Instead, he points out that a previously
overlooked factor--population change--and the rapid exodus of white New Yorkers created vacancies for
minority workers up and down the job ladder. Ethnic succession generated openings both in declining
industries, where the outward seepage of whites outpaced the rate of job erosion, and in growth industries,
where whites poured out of bottom-level positions even as demand for low-level workers increased. But this
process yielded few dividends for blacks, who saw their share of the many low-skilled jobs steadily decline.
Instead, advantage went to the immigrants, who exploited these opportunities by expanding their economic
base.

Waldinger explains these disturbing facts by viewing employment as a queuing process, with the good jobs
at the top of the job ladder and the poor ones at the bottom. As economic growth pulls the topmost ethnic
group up the ladder, lower-ranking groups seize the chance to fill the niches left vacant. Immigrants,
remembering conditions in the societies they just left, are eager to take up the lower-level jobs that natives
will no longer do. By contrast, African-Americans, who came to the city a generation ago, have job
aspirations similar to those of whites. But the niches they have carved out, primarily in the public sector,
require skills that the least educated members of their community do not have. Black networks no longer
provide connections to the lower-level jobs, and relative to the newcomers, employers find unskilled blacks
to be much less satisfactory recruits. The result is that a certain number of well-educated blacks have good
middle-class jobs, but many of the less educated have fallen back into an underclass. Grim as this analysis is,
it points to a deeper understanding of America's most serious social problem and offers fresh approaches to
attacking it.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Heidelberg:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Still the Promised City?: African-Americans and
New Immigrants in Postindustrial New York as your daily resource information.

Solomon Steward:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Still the Promised City?: African-Americans and New Immigrants in
Postindustrial New York was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book you wanted.

Cecil Hardin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is named of book Still the Promised City?: African-Americans and New Immigrants in Postindustrial New
York. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.

Nicole Montes:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Still the Promised City?: African-Americans and New Immigrants in Postindustrial New
York when you necessary it?
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