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Countless Chinese villages have been engulfed by modern cities. They no longer consist of picturesque
farms and fengshui groves, but of high-rise buildings so close to each other that they create dark
claustrophobic alleys - jammed with dripping air-conditioners, hanging clothes, caged balconies and bundles
of buzzing electric wires, and crowned with a small strip of daylight, known as "thin line sky." At times,
buildings stand so close to each other they are dubbed "kissing buildings" or "handshake houses" - you can
literally reach out from one building and shake hands with your neighbor.

Although it is easy to see these villages as slums, a closer look reveals that they provide an important,
affordable, and well-located entry point for migrants into the city. They also offer a vital mixed-use, spatially
diverse and pedestrian alternative to the prevailing car-oriented modernist-planning paradigm in China. Yet
most of these villages are on the brink of destruction, affecting the homes of millions of people and
threatening the eradication of a unique urban fabric.

Villages in the City argues for the value of urban villages as places. To reveal their qualities, a series of
drawings and photographs uncover the immense concentration of social life in the dense structures, and
provide a peek into residents' homes and daily lives. Essays by a number of experts offer a deeper
understanding of the topic, and help imagine how reinstating the focus on the village could lead to a richer,
more variegated pathway of urbanization.

Contributors include Margaret Crawford, Jiong Wu, Marco Cenzatti, Jiang Jun, Nick Smith, and Laurence
Liauw.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Villages in the City to
read.

Phyllis Callahan:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Villages in the City can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Zachary Foushee:

The actual book Villages in the City has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Charles Krueger:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Villages in the City can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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