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The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile–an exquisite 230-foot-long embroidered panorama
depicting the events surrounding the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also one of history’s most mysterious
and compelling works of art. This haunting stitched account of the battle that redrew the map of medieval
Europe has inspired dreams of theft, waves of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and esthetic rapture. In
his fascinating new book, Yale professor R. Howard Bloch reveals the history, the hidden meaning, the deep
beauty, and the enduring allure of this astonishing piece of cloth.

Bloch opens with a gripping account of the event that inspired the Tapestry: the swift, bloody Battle of
Hastings, in which the Norman bastard William defeated the Anglo-Saxon king, Harold, and laid claim to
England under his new title, William the Conqueror. But to truly understand the connection between battle
and embroidery, one must retrace the web of international intrigue and scandal that climaxed at Hastings.
Bloch demonstrates how, with astonishing intimacy and immediacy, the artisans who fashioned this work of
textile art brought to life a moment that changed the course of British culture and history.

Every age has cherished the Tapestry for different reasons and read new meaning into its enigmatic words
and images. French nationalists in the mid-nineteenth century, fired by Tapestry’s evocation of military
glory, unearthed the lost French epic “The Song of Roland,” which Norman troops sang as they marched to
victory in 1066. As the Nazis tightened their grip on Europe, Hitler
sent a team to France to study the Tapestry, decode its Nordic elements, and, at the end of the war, with Paris
under siege, bring the precious cloth to Berlin. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon treasure, the
matchless beauty of Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow and the Linseed,” the colony that
Anglo-Saxon nobles founded in the Middle East following their defeat at Hastings–all are brilliantly woven
into Bloch’s riveting narrative.

Seamlessly integrating Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks
with Chartres and the Tower of London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more than
a work of art, the Tapestry served as the suture that bound up the wounds of 1066.

Enhanced by a stunning full-color insert that includes reproductions of the complete Tapestry, A Needle in
the Right Hand of God will stand with The Professor and the Madman and How the Irish Saved Civilization
as a triumph of popular history.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible A Needle in the
Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Suzanne Jensen:

The book A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning
of the Bayeux Tapestry gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book A Needle in the Right Hand of
God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry for being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-book A Needle in the
Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Mary McHugh:

This A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of
the Bayeux Tapestry book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Needle in
the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
always be worry A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and
Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Needle in the Right
Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Paulette Wang:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The



Norman Conquest of 1066 and the Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry publication written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation A Needle in the Right Hand of God: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and the
Making and Meaning of the Bayeux Tapestry as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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