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In Bodies in Dissent Daphne A. Brooks argues that from the mid-nineteenth century to the early twentieth,
black transatlantic activists, actors, singers, and other entertainers frequently transformed the alienating
conditions of social and political marginalization into modes of self-actualization through performance.
Brooks considers the work of African American, Anglo, and racially ambiguous performers in a range of
popular entertainment, including racial melodrama, spectacular theatre, moving panorama exhibitions, Pan-
Africanist musicals, Victorian magic shows, religious and secular song, spiritualism, and dance. She
describes how these entertainers experimented with different ways of presenting their bodies in
public—through dress, movement, and theatrical technologies—to defamiliarize the spectacle of “blackness”
in the transatlantic imaginary.

Brooks pieces together reviews, letters, playbills, fiction, and biography in order to reconstruct not only the
contexts of African American performance but also the reception of the stagings of “bodily insurgency”
which she examines. Throughout the book, she juxtaposes unlikely texts and entertainers in order to
illuminate the complicated transatlantic cultural landscape in which black performers intervened. She places
Adah Isaacs Menken, a star of spectacular theatre, next to Sojourner Truth, showing how both used similar
strategies of physical gesture to complicate one-dimensional notions of race and gender. She also considers
Henry Box Brown’s public re-enactments of his escape from slavery, the Pan-Africanist discourse of Bert
Williams’s and George Walker’s musical In Dahomey (1902–04), and the relationship between gender
politics, performance, and New Negro activism in the fiction of the novelist and playwright Pauline Hopkins
and the postbellum stage work of the cakewalk dancer and choreographer Aida Overton Walker.
Highlighting the integral connections between performance and the construction of racial identities, Brooks
provides a nuanced understanding of the vitality, complexity, and influence of black performance in the
United States and throughout the black Atlantic.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom,
1850-1910. Try to make book Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-
1910 as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Matthew Wallace:

The knowledge that you get from Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-
1910 is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular
Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that
Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 instantly.

Melissa Sands:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race and
Freedom, 1850-1910 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Belinda Fergerson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular
Performances of Race and Freedom, 1850-1910 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.



Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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