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The Council of Trent (1545–1563), the Catholic Church’s attempt to put its house in order in response to the
Protestant Reformation, has long been praised and blamed for things it never did. Now, in this first full one-
volume history in modern times, John W. O’Malley brings to life the volatile issues that pushed several Holy
Roman emperors, kings and queens of France, and five popes—and all of Europe with them—repeatedly to
the brink of disaster.

During the council’s eighteen years, war and threat of war among the key players, as well as the Ottoman
Turks’ onslaught against Christendom, turned the council into a perilous enterprise. Its leaders declined to
make a pronouncement on war against infidels, but Trent’s most glaring and ironic silence was on the
authority of the papacy itself. The popes, who reigned as Italian monarchs while serving as pastors, did
everything in their power to keep papal reform out of the council’s hands—and their power was
considerable. O’Malley shows how the council pursued its contentious parallel agenda of reforming the
Church while simultaneously asserting Catholic doctrine.

Like What Happened at Vatican II, O’Malley’s Trent: What Happened at the Council strips mythology from
historical truth while providing a clear, concise, and fascinating account of a pivotal episode in Church
history. In celebration of the 450th anniversary of the council’s closing, it sets the record straight about the
much misunderstood failures and achievements of this critical moment in European history.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Cain:

This Trent: What Happened at the Council are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Trent: What Happened at the Council can be one of several great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Trent: What
Happened at the Council forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Joshua Matthews:

This book untitled Trent: What Happened at the Council to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Ella McCoy:

Exactly why? Because this Trent: What Happened at the Council is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Michael Banks:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Trent: What Happened at the Council we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Trent: What
Happened at the Council. You can more desirable than now.
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