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As the incomes of affluent and poor families have diverged over the past three decades, so too has the
educational performance of their children. But how exactly do the forces of rising inequality affect the
educational attainment and life chances of low-income children? In Whither Opportunity? a distinguished
team of economists, sociologists, and experts in social and education policy examines the corrosive effects of
unequal family resources, disadvantaged neighborhoods, insecure labor markets, and worsening school
conditions on K-12 education. This groundbreaking book illuminates the ways rising inequality is
undermining one of the most important goals of public education—the ability of schools to provide children
with an equal chance at academic and economic success.

The most ambitious study of educational inequality to date, Whither Opportunity? analyzes how social and
economic conditions surrounding schools affect school performance and children’s educational achievement.
The book shows that from earliest childhood, parental investments in children’s learning affect reading,
math, and other attainments later in life. Contributor Meredith Phillip finds that between birth and age six,
wealthier children will have spent as many as 1,300 more hours than poor children on child enrichment
activities such as music lessons, travel, and summer camp. Greg Duncan, George Farkas, and Katherine
Magnuson demonstrate that a child from a poor family is two to four times as likely as a child from an
affluent family to have classmates with low skills and behavior problems – attributes which have a negative
effect on the learning of their fellow students. As a result of such disparities, contributor Sean Reardon finds
that the gap between rich and poor children’s math and reading achievement scores is now much larger than
it was fifty years ago. And such income-based gaps persist across the school years, as Martha Bailey and Sue
Dynarski document in their chapter on the growing income-based gap in college completion.

Whither Opportunity? also reveals the profound impact of environmental factors on children’s educational
progress and schools’ functioning. Elizabeth Ananat, Anna Gassman-Pines, and Christina Gibson-Davis
show that local job losses such as those caused by plant closings can lower the test scores of students with
low socioeconomic status, even students whose parents have not lost their jobs. They find that community-
wide stress is most likely the culprit. Analyzing the math achievement of elementary school children,
Stephen Raudenbush, Marshall Jean, and Emily Art find that students learn less if they attend schools with
high student turnover during the school year – a common occurrence in poor schools. And David Kirk and
Robert Sampson show that teacher commitment, parental involvement, and student achievement in schools
in high-crime neighborhoods all tend to be low.

For generations of Americans, public education provided the springboard to upward mobility. This
pioneering volume casts a stark light on the ways rising inequality may now be compromising schools’
functioning, and with it the promise of equal opportunity in America.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life
Chances (Copublished with the Spencer Foundation).

John Armstead:

The book Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with
the Spencer Foundation) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this
book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Virginia Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Whither Opportunity?: Rising
Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer Foundation) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Robert Oshea:

This Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools, and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the
Spencer Foundation) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Whither Opportunity?: Rising Inequality, Schools,
and Children's Life Chances (Copublished with the Spencer Foundation) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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