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Miles of shelf space in contemporary Japanese bookstores and libraries are devoted to travel guides, walking
maps, and topical atlases. Young Japanese children are taught how to properly map their classrooms and
schoolgrounds. Elderly retirees pore over old castle plans and village cadasters. Pioneering surveyors are
featured in popular television shows, and avid collectors covet exquisite scrolls depicting sea and land routes.
Today, Japanese people are zealous producers and consumers of cartography, and maps are an integral part
of daily life.
 
But this was not always the case: a thousand years ago, maps were solely a privilege of the ruling elite in
Japan. Only in the past four hundred years has Japanese cartography truly taken off, and between the dawn
of Japan’s cartographic explosion and today, the nation’s society and landscape have undergone major
transformations. At every point, maps have documented those monumental changes. Cartographic Japan
offers a rich introduction to the resulting treasure trove, with close analysis of one hundred maps from the
late 1500s to the present day, each one treated as a distinctive window onto Japan’s tumultuous history.
 
Forty-seven distinguished contributors—hailing from Japan, North America, Europe, and
Australia—uncover the meanings behind a key selection of these maps, situating them in historical context
and explaining how they were made, read, and used at the time. With more than one hundred gorgeous full-
color illustrations, Cartographic Japan offers an enlightening tour of Japan’s magnificent cartographic
archive.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Here thing why this Cartographic Japan: A History in Maps are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Cartographic Japan: A History in Maps giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Cartographic Japan: A History
in Maps. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of Cartographic Japan: A History in Maps in e-book can be your
alternate.

Patti Metivier:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Cartographic Japan: A
History in Maps is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Christopher Patterson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Cartographic Japan: A History in
Maps that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
may pick Cartographic Japan: A History in Maps become your own starter.

Maurice Henkel:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Cartographic Japan: A History in Maps why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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