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Holy war, sanctioned or even commanded by God, is a common and recurring theme in the Hebrew Bible.
Rabbinic Judaism, however, largely avoided discussion of holy war in the Talmud and related literatures for
the simple reason that it became dangerous and self-destructive. Reuven Firestone's Holy War in Judaism is
the first book to consider how the concept of ''holy war'' disappeared from Jewish thought for almost 2000
years, only to reemerge with renewed vigor in modern times.

The revival of the holy war idea occurred with the rise of Zionism. As the necessity of organized Jewish
engagement in military actions developed, Orthodox Jews faced a dilemma. There was great need for all to
engage in combat for the survival of the infant state of Israel, but the Talmudic rabbis had virtually
eliminated divine authorization for Jews to fight in Jewish armies. Once the notion of divinely sanctioned
warring was revived, it became available to Jews who considered that the historical context justified more
aggressive forms of warring.

Among some Jews, divinely authorized war became associated not only with defense but also with a
renewed kibbush or conquest, a term that became central to the discourse regarding war and peace and the
lands conquered by the state of Israel in 1967. By the early 1980's, the rhetoric of holy war had entered the
general political discourse of modern Israel. In Holy War in Judaism, Firestone identifies, analyzes, and
explains the historical, conceptual, and intellectual processes that revived holy war ideas in modern Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Brown:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial
Idea book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you even now thinking Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Bailey:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea, you could tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Joaquin Bedard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer may be Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Diana Keller:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Holy War in Judaism: The Fall and Rise of a Controversial Idea. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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