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English life in the thirteenth century was characterized by: a single Christian Church owing allegiance
to Rome and living on the revenues of its estates; kingship with difficulty kept intact in the face of
scheming magnates jealous of their privileges; a countryside divided into thousands of small estates,
tilled by peasants--some of them serfs--and owned by lords with considerable power over their
tenants; armies of knights fighting on horseback; Gothic cathedrals; monasteries; castles; town gilds.
Professor Holmes describes this medieval society and its evolution, after the Black Death, into a
somewhat different kind of society in the late fifteenth century. He argues that the population decrease
as a result of the plague, beginning in 1349, brought about fundamental transformations: village life
changed, serfdom disappeared, the great estates became less important, industry grew, and the
commodities and directions of trade changed.

Professor Holmes also examines the politics of these years--the relations of the kings of England with
neighboring rules and with their own subjects. This period includes the successful conquest of Scotland, the
series of wars with France known as the Hundred Years' War, and the War of the Roses, which brought
Henry VII, the first Tudor, to the throne in 1485. Here also is an exploration of the heretical movement
initiated by Wycliffe in the thirteen-seventies, which began a tendency toward loosening the power of the
Church, and a study of the beginnings of parliamentary government in the later fourteenth century, its
collapse in the following century, and the emergence of a strong self-sufficient monarchy.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Vegas:

This The Later Middle Ages, 1272-1485 (Norton Library History of England) tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Later Middle Ages, 1272-1485
(Norton Library History of England) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this The Later Middle Ages, 1272-1485 (Norton Library History of
England) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Michael Jones:

This book untitled The Later Middle Ages, 1272-1485 (Norton Library History of England) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

John Moore:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Later Middle Ages, 1272-1485 (Norton Library
History of England), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Corey Watts:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Later Middle Ages,
1272-1485 (Norton Library History of England) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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