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At the turn of the twentieth century, an emerging consumer culture in the United States promoted constant
spending to meet material needs and develop social identity and self-cultivation. In Sold American, Charles
F. McGovern examines the key players active in shaping this cultural evolution: advertisers and consumer
advocates. McGovern argues that even though these two professional groups invented radically different
models for proper spending, both groups propagated mass consumption as a specifically American social
practice and an important element of nationality and citizenship.

Advertisers, McGovern shows, used nationalist ideals, icons, and political language to define consumption as
the foundation of the pursuit of happiness. Consumer advocates, on the other hand, viewed the market with a
republican-inspired skepticism and fought commercial incursions on consumer independence. The result,
says McGovern, was a redefinition of the citizen as consumer. The articulation of an "American Way of
Life" in the Depression and World War II ratified consumer abundance as the basis of a distinct American
culture and history.
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From reader reviews:

David Byrd:

The book Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 has simple shape but you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Bernice Martinez:

Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Sold American:
Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information
could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Patti Wooden:

The book untitled Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Bryan Lewis:

You will get this Sold American: Consumption and Citizenship, 1890-1945 by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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