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Is socialism desirable? Is it even possible? In this concise book, one of the world's leading political
philosophers presents with clarity and wit a compelling moral case for socialism and argues that the
obstacles in its way are exaggerated.

There are times, G. A. Cohen notes, when we all behave like socialists. On a camping trip, for example,
campers wouldn't dream of charging each other to use a soccer ball or for fish that they happened to catch.
Campers do not give merely to get, but relate to each other in a spirit of equality and community. Would
such socialist norms be desirable across society as a whole? Why not? Whole societies may differ from
camping trips, but it is still attractive when people treat each other with the equal regard that such trips
exhibit.

But, however desirable it may be, many claim that socialism is impossible. Cohen writes that the biggest
obstacle to socialism isn't, as often argued, intractable human selfishness--it's rather the lack of obvious
means to harness the human generosity that is there. Lacking those means, we rely on the market. But there
are many ways of confining the sway of the market: there are desirable changes that can move us toward a
socialist society in which, to quote Albert Einstein, humanity has "overcome and advanced beyond the
predatory stage of human development."
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Why Not Socialism? is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Lauren Allison:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Why Not Socialism? it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Dallas Richardson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Why Not Socialism? that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you can pick Why Not Socialism? become your own starter.

Willie Batres:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Why Not Socialism? can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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