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It’s the summer of 1936, and the writer Stefan Zweig is in crisis. His German publisher no longer wants him,
his marriage is collapsing, and his house in Austria—searched by the police two years earlier—no longer
feels like home. He’s been dreaming of Ostend, the Belgian beach town that is a paradise of promenades,
parasols, and old friends. So he journeys there with his lover, Lotte Altmann, and reunites with fellow writer
and semi-estranged close friend Joseph Roth, who is himself about to fall in love. For a moment, they create
a fragile haven. But as Europe begins to crumble around them, the writers find themselves trapped on
vacation, in exile, watching the world burn. In Ostend, Volker Weidermann lyrically recounts “the summer
before the dark,” when a coterie of artists, intellectuals, drunks, revolutionaries, and madmen found
themselves in limbo while Europe teetered on the edge of fascism and total war.
 
Ostend is the true story of two of the twentieth century’s great writers, written with a novelist’s eye for
pacing, chronology, and language—a dazzling work of historical nonfiction.
 
(Translated from the German by Carol Brown Janeway)
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Farley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph
Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Dora Dickey:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Ostend:
Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer
Before the Darkis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
understand the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

John Singletary:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph
Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Kevin Zavala:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Ostend: Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the
Summer Before the Dark was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Ostend:
Stefan Zweig, Joseph Roth, and the Summer Before the Dark has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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