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In Stalinist Russia, the idealized Soviet man projected an image of strength, virility, and unyielding drive in
his desire to build a powerful socialist state. In monuments, posters, and other tools of cultural production, he
became the demigod of Communist ideology. But beneath the surface of this fantasy, between the lines of
texts and in film, lurked another figure: the wounded body of the heroic invalid, the second version of
Stalin's New Man. 

In How the Soviet Man Was Unmade, Lilya Kaganovsky exposes the paradox behind the myth of the
indestructible Stalinist-era male. In her analysis of social-realist literature and cinema, she examines the
recurring theme of the mutilated male body, which appears with startling frequency. Kaganovsky views this
representation as a thinly veiled statement about the emasculated male condition during the Stalinist era.
Because the communist state was “full of heroes,” a man could only truly distinguish himself and attain hero
status through bodily sacrifice-yet in his wounding, he was forever reminded that he would be limited in
what he could achieve, and was expected to remain in a state of continued subservience to Stalin and the
party.

Kaganovsky provides an insightful reevaluation of classic works of the period, including the novels of
Nikolai Ostrovskii (How Steel Was Tempered) and Boris Polevoi (A Story About a Real Man), and films
such as Ivan Pyr'ev's The Party Card, Eduard Pentslin's The Fighter Pilots, and Mikhail Chiaureli's The Fall
of Berlin, among others. The symbolism of wounding and dismemberment in these works acts as a fissure in
the facade of Stalinist cultural production through which we can view the consequences of historic and
political trauma.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Kirkland:

Typically the book How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin
(Pitt Russian East European) will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you.
The book How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt
Russian East European) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Joey Mendoza:

Beside this How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt
Russian East European) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have How the Soviet Man
Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from currently!

Kellie Stephens:

This How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian
East European) is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male
Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that
in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Antonio Ritchie:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book How the Soviet Man Was
Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East European) to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading.



Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve
How the Soviet Man Was Unmade: Cultural Fantasy and Male Subjectivity under Stalin (Pitt Russian East
European) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of these time.
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