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When in their lives do great artists produce their greatest art? Do they strive for creative perfection
throughout decades of painstaking and frustrating experimentation, or do they achieve it confidently and
decisively, through meticulous planning that yields masterpieces early in their lives?

By examining the careers not only of great painters but also of important sculptors, poets, novelists, and
movie directors, Old Masters and Young Geniuses offers a profound new understanding of artistic creativity.
Using a wide range of evidence, David Galenson demonstrates that there are two fundamentally different
approaches to innovation, and that each is associated with a distinct pattern of discovery over a lifetime.

Experimental innovators work by trial and error, and arrive at their major contributions gradually, late in life.
In contrast, conceptual innovators make sudden breakthroughs by formulating new ideas, usually at an early
age. Galenson shows why such artists as Michelangelo, Rembrandt, Cézanne, Jackson Pollock, Virginia
Woolf, Robert Frost, and Alfred Hitchcock were experimental old masters, and why Vermeer, van Gogh,
Picasso, Herman Melville, James Joyce, Sylvia Plath, and Orson Welles were conceptual young geniuses. He
also explains how this changes our understanding of art and its past.

Experimental innovators seek, and conceptual innovators find. By illuminating the differences between them,
this pioneering book provides vivid new insights into the mysterious processes of human creativity.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Patton:

Here thing why this Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life
Cycles of Artistic Creativity giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no guide that similar with Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of
Artistic Creativity. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity in e-
book can be your option.

Jennifer Wilson:

This Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity are generally reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The
Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life
Cycles of Artistic Creativity forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Eulalia Perry:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity.

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your



personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the guide untitled Old Masters and Young Geniuses: The Two Life Cycles of Artistic Creativity can
be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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