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The MLA Committee on Scholarly Editions has awarded Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial
Edition its seal designating it an MLA Approved Edition.

2014 marks the one hundredth anniversary of the original publication of Gertrude Stein's groundbreaking
modernist classic, Tender Buttons. This centennial edition is the first and only version to incorporate Stein's
own handwritten corrections—found in a first-edition copy at the University of Colorado—as well as
corrections discovered among her papers at the Beinecke Library at Yale University. Editor Seth Perlow has
assembled a text with over one hundred emendations, resulting in the first version of Tender Buttons that
truly reflects its author's intentions. These changes are detailed in Perlow's "Note on the Text," which
describes the editorial process and lists the specific variants for the benefit of future scholars. The book
includes facsimile images of some of Stein's handwritten edits and lists of corrections, as well as an
afterword by noted contemporary poet and scholar Juliana Spahr. A compact, attractive edition suitable for
general readers as well as scholars, Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition is unique among the
available versions of this classic text and is destined to become the standard.

Gertrude Stein (1874–1946) was one of the most important and innovative American writers of literary
modernism, as well as one of the great art collectors and salon hosts of the period. A pioneering lesbian
writer, Stein lived most of her life in Paris but became a celebrity in the United States with the publication of
The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas (1933).

Seth Perlow teaches English at Oklahoma State University.

Juliana Spahr teaches writing at Mills College.

"Tender Buttons was recently reissued by City Lights Books, to mark the centennial of a volume that broke
language barriers, acknowledging hungers to see more. It challenged with inspired daring."--Barbara
Berman, The Rumpus

"For the centennial of this masterpiece, Seth Perlow has given us much the best edition of the poem, based
on Stein’s manuscript and corrections she made to the first edition. Punctuation, spelling, format, and a few
phrases are affected and most especially the change in the capitalization of the section titles. 'The difference
is spreading.'"--Charles Bernstein, University of Pennsylvania, author of Attack of the Difficult Poems:
Essays and Inventions

"Happy 100th birthday, TENDER BUTTONS. You are as explosive, tantalizing, and delicious as you were on
the day you were born. Your birthday gift from Seth Perlow and Juliana Spahr is a beautiful new edition that
will carry you into your next century, the best edition ever. Your birthday gift from all of us who love
literature and culture is to buy this edition for ourselves and all our friends. Congratulations to all."--
Catharine R. Stimpson, Professor, New York University, and co-editor of the two-volume Gertrude Stein:
Writings published by the Library of America

“The publication of an authoritative edition of Tender Buttons, with Stein’s hitherto unpublished corrections
and editions, is a splendid way to celebrate the centennial of this influential modernist work. Scholars will
benefit from the full documentation, and readers will appreciate its convenient format, which resembles the



original publication.”--Jonathan Culler, Cornell University

"This radical multi-dimensional generative cubist text with the simplest words imaginable continues to alter
and shape poetics into the post post modernist future. We have Gertrude Stein's 'mind grammar' operating at
full tilt, with unpredictability, wit and sensory prevarication. Look to the 'minutes particulars,' Blake
admonished, and here she does just that: 'it is a winning cake.' Salvos to the editor and salient 'afterword' that
give belletristic notes and political perspective as well. A unique edition."--Anne Waldman, The Jack
Kerouac School of Disembodied Poetics
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From reader reviews:

Loyd Tyler:

In other case, little people like to read book Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book
Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Randy Mosley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial
Edition is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Syble Mills:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you
to pick up this book.

Troy Kemp:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition can give you
a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Tender Buttons: The Corrected Centennial Edition.
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