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The book has received the 2002 Premio Acerbi in Italy.

Set in Paris sometime after the 1967 military coup in Greece. Eleni, together with a group of friends and
fellow political exiles, finds herself working as an extra in a French film: "The Horror Train". It is not the
first time she has been caught up in a deadly drama, nor is it her first ride on a horror train. As the director
waves his arms, shouting directions and re-shooting the sequence, Eleni's mind wanders to her first train ride:
"Athens-Piraeus. My first long journey by train." "You're Eleni? I'm Achilles." "They don't ask which
Achilles. One name is enough..."

For the rest of her life, Eleni will be "Achilles' fiancée"; fiancée of the guerrilla leader, the brave, handsome
kapetanios whose code name is Achilles. In the demonstrations against the German occupiers of Greece
during World War II, in prison where she risks a death sentence during the civil war that followed, in
Tashkent where Greek communists fled as political refugees and eventually, in Paris. But throughout, Eleni
acquires her own personality with self-determination and independent thinking. As she begins to question the
slogans she used to fight for when she blindly followed the leaders of the Party like her fianc, Eleni involves
us in her own private world of self-awareness. It is a woman's world, where human warmth and friendships
count for more than abstract ideals.

The Greek word for a novel is mythistorema, a word that combines myth and history. In her story of a young
woman's struggle to survive through a hard period of Greek history, Alki Zei has woven the threads of her
own quasi-mythical life into the stuff of history.

The novel Achilles' Fiancée has been a top-selling book since it was first published in Greece in 1987. It has
also been translated into French, Italian, German, Spanish, Danish and Turkish.

"Alki Zei has written history like masters do, gingerly and discreetly." ."

Sofia Castellanos, A Cubierta Libros, 2014

"Achilles' Fiancée is a superb book that has marked Greece's modern literature."

Demosthene Kourtovic, Scholiastis magazine, 2012

"Good books do not become outdated with time. They are read by new generations of readers, as if they are
new every time."

Yannis Papatheodorou, Diavazo Magazine, 2012

"Between the lines of the narrative, important issues regarding human dignity and substance, self-
determination and freedom, faith and ideology, are touched."

George Theocharis, Book Press, 2012

"The narrative becomes immediately compelling because the author manages to convert a biographical story
into a collective issue."



Anna Paini, Libreria delle Donne di Milano, 1998

Achilles' Fiancée, With a Faber Number Two Pencil and Wildcat under Glass form a sort of trilogy in which
50 years of Greek history is covered by Alki Zei's exquisite and distinguished narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Ramsey:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Achilles' fiancée. All type of
book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Zoe Harris:

This Achilles' fiancée is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Achilles' fiancée in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Freddie Straughter:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Achilles' fiancée can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Christopher Palmer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Achilles' fiancée or perhaps others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Achilles' fiancée to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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