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The new book from award-winning historian W. Scott Poole is a whip-smart piece of pop culture detailing
the story of cult horror figure Vampira that actually tells the much wider story of 1950s America and its
treatment of women and sex, as well as capturing a fascinating swath of Los Angeles history.

In Vampire, Poole gives us the eclectic life of the dancer, stripper, actress, and artist Maila Nurmi, who
would reinvent herself as Vampira during the backdrop of 1950s America, an era of both chilling conformity
and the nascent rumblings of the countercultural response that led from the Beats and free jazz to the stirring
of the LGBT movement and the hardcore punk scene in the bohemian enclave along Melrose Avenue. A
veteran of the New York stage and late nights at Hollywood's hipster hangouts, Nurmi would eventually be
linked to Elvis, Orson Welles, and James Dean, as well as stylist and photographer Rudi Gernreich, founder
of the Mattachine Society and designer of the thong. Thanks to rumors of a romance between Vampira and
James Dean, his tragic death inspired the circulation of stories that she had cursed him and, better yet, had
access to his dead body for use in her dark arts.

In Poole's expert hands, Vampira is more than the story of a highly creative artist continually reinventing
herself, but a parable of the runaway housewife bursting the bounds of our straight-laced conventions with an
exuberant display of camp, sex, and creative individuality that owed something to the morbid New Yorker
cartoons of Charles Addams, the evil queen from Disney's Snow White, and the popular, underground
bondage magazine Bizarre, and forward to the staged excesses of Madonna and Lady Gaga. Vampira is a
wildly compelling tour through a forgotten piece of pop cultural history, one with both cultish and literary
merit, sure to capture the imagination of Vampira fans new and old.
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From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

The book Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Vampira: Dark
Goddess of Horror to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and
read a guide Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Livia Wilder:

The book Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Vampira: Dark
Goddess of Horror? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Nettie Powers:

This Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror can be among the great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joel Kiser:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Vampira: Dark Goddess of Horror.
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