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An eloquent, controversial argument that says, for the first time in their long history, Jews are free to
live in a Jewish state—or lead secure and productive lives outside it
 
Since the beginnings of Zionism in the twentieth century, many Jewish thinkers have considered it close to
heresy to validate life in the Diaspora. Jews in Europe and America faced “a life of pointless struggle and
futile suffering, of ambivalence, confusion, and eternal impotence,” as one early Zionist philosopher wrote,
echoing a widespread and vehement disdain for Jews living outside Israel. This thinking, in a more
understated but still pernicious form, continues to the present: the Holocaust tried to kill all of us, many Jews
believe, and only statehood offers safety. 
 
But what if the Diaspora is a blessing in disguise? In At Home in Exile, renowned scholar and public
intellectual Alan Wolfe, writing for the first time about his Jewish heritage, makes an impassioned, eloquent,
and controversial argument that Jews should take pride in their Diasporic tradition. It is true that Jews have
experienced more than their fair share of discrimination and destruction in exile, and there can be no doubt
that anti-Semitism persists throughout the world and often rears its ugly head. Yet for the first time in
history, Wolfe shows, it is possible for Jews to lead vibrant, successful, and, above all else, secure lives in
states in which they are a minority.
 
Drawing on centuries of Jewish thinking and writing, from Maimonides to Philip Roth, David Ben Gurion to
Hannah Arendt, Wolfe makes a compelling case that life in the Diaspora can be good for the Jews no matter
where they live, Israel very much included—as well as for the non-Jews with whom they live, Israel once
again included. Not only can the Diaspora offer Jews the opportunity to reach a deep appreciation of
pluralism and a commitment to fighting prejudice, but in an era of rising inequalities and global instability,
the whole world can benefit from Jews’ passion for justice and human dignity.
 
Wolfe moves beyond the usual polemical arguments and celebrates a universalistic Judaism that is
desperately needed if Israel is to survive. Turning our attention away from the Jewish state, where half of
world Jewry lives, toward the pluralistic and vibrant places the other half have made their home, At Home in
Exile is an inspiring call for a Judaism that isn’t defensive and insecure but is instead open and inquiring.
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From reader reviews:

Austin Lawrence:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This At Home in Exile:
Why Diaspora Is Good for the Jews is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Lopez:

The guide with title At Home in Exile: Why Diaspora Is Good for the Jews contains a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Nathaniel Marvel:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving At Home in Exile: Why
Diaspora Is Good for the Jews that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick At Home in Exile: Why Diaspora Is
Good for the Jews become your personal starter.

Ernest Nunez:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book At Home in Exile: Why Diaspora Is Good for the Jews we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book At
Home in Exile: Why Diaspora Is Good for the Jews. You can more appealing than now.
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