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Rediscover one of the greatest dance writers of the twentieth century

"Aloff, herself a fine writer and critic, has plucked the best of Agnes de Mille, one of the most vivid writers
in dance, and made a bouquet of them that is as pungent as de Mille’s writing."--Alexandra Tomalonis,
editor of Dance View

"De Mille can be witty, wise, irascible, poignant. As editor, Aloff delivers her subject to the reader in full
regalia, and the result is a remarkably scintillating volume."--Nancy Goldner, author of Balanchine
Variations

"From a lifetime of writings, Mindy Aloff has assembled a book that is de Mille’s autobiography but also a
chronicle about art and the world during the twentieth century. De Mille shows us herself and America
growing up, Pavlova dancing again, Kurt Weill composing, and World War II as it transpires."--George
Jackson, dance critic

Agnes George de Mille (1905-1993) was one of the most popular choreographers of American theater and
film in the twentieth century. She was also one of the greatest writers on dance in English, alongside Edwin
Denby, Arlene Croce, and Alastair Macaulay.

De Mille published eleven books, a review of the London première of Balanchine’s Prodigal Son, and a
monograph ("Russian Journals"). Sadly, of these, only her biography of Martha Graham remains in print.
Leaps in the Dark is a dazzling collection that reintroduces de Mille’s astounding written legacy to a new
generation of dance enthusiasts. Mindy Aloff’s brief introductions provide just enough context to allow de
Mille’s brilliant portraits to shine all the brighter.

This anthology presents the Prodigal Son review in full, alongside excerpts from the monograph and eight of
de Mille’s ten books now out of print. The result is a beautifully crafted volume that highlights some of the
most engaging, witty, and evocative dance writing ever penned.

Mindy Aloff teaches dance criticism and history at Barnard College. A past fellow of the John Simon
Guggenheim Memorial and Woodrow Wilson Foundations, and a recipient of the Whiting Writers Award,
she is the author of Dance Anecdotes: Stories from the Worlds of Ballet, Broadway, the Ballroom, and
Modern Dance and Hippo in a Tutu: Dancing in Disney Animation.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

The book Leaps in the Dark: Art and the World can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Leaps in the Dark: Art and the
World? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Leaps in the Dark: Art
and the World has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Ashley Williams:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Leaps in the Dark: Art and the
World is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Minnie Rivera:

The book Leaps in the Dark: Art and the World has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Susan Woods:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Leaps in the Dark: Art and the
World.
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