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For French criminologists and colonialists of the mid-nineteenth century, the penal colonies of Guiana and
New Caledonia seemed to satisfy two needs, namely, to incarcerate a growing number of criminals and to
supply manpower for these developing colonies. But were these two goals not contradictory? Was the
primary purpose of the penal colonies to punish or to colonize? In the prisons, inmates found means of
subversion, guards resisted militaristic discipline, and camp commanders fought physicians for authority.
Back in the metropole, journalistic exposés catered to the public’s fascination with the penal colonies’ horror
and exoticism.
 
An understanding of modern France is not complete without an examination of this institution, which existed
for more than a century and imprisoned more than one hundred thousand people. Stephen A. Toth invites
readers to experience the prisons firsthand. Through a careful analysis of criminal case files, administrative
records, and prisoner biographies, Toth reconstructs life in the penal colonies and examines how the social
sciences, tropical medicine, and sensational journalism evaluated and exploited the inmates’ experiences. In
exploring the disjuncture between the real and the imagined, he moves beyond mythic characterizations of
the penal colonies to reveal how power, discipline, and punishment were construed and enforced in these
prison outposts.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Beyond
Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D), you
are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Melinda Gregory:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies,
1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D) why because the great cover that make you consider
in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Thomas Baxter:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Beyond Papillon:
The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D) which is
having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Scott Padilla:

This Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire
and D) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
little digest in reading this Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France
Overseas: Studies in Empire and D) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even



dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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