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To those of us who look at Los Angeles and see no sense at all, Landscapes of Desire offers a vivid and
rewarding account of the particular visions that drove the period of Anglo dominance in the Los Angeles
region, from about 1850 to about 1985. William McClung's fascinating essay, supported at every point by
wonderful illustrations, shows that Anglo settlers and developers wanted nothing more than to make sense of
their surroundings, but that their two dominant paradigms were at war with each other. Anglophone Los
Angeles, McClung says, has tried strenuously to reconcile two competing mythologies of place and space:
one of an acquired Arcadia--a found natural paradise--and the other of an invented Utopia—an empty space
inviting development. The collision between these two underlying ideals is still present in the ambivalence at
the heart of the city's and region's understanding of themselves.

The Arcadian dream of nurturing inherited beauty entailed idealizing the region’s Hispanic past. Yet that
past was simultaneously belittled by the utopian vision of arid landscapes watered into Anglo plantations and
ranchos reshaped into cities.

From Helen Hunt Jackson's 1884 novel Ramona to the work of artists David Hockney, Edward Ruscha, and
Terry Schoonhoven in the 1960s and after, Los Angeles has been an arena of competing and often
incompatible constructions of ideal place and space. Looking at architecture, landscaping, literature,
historiography, painting, conceptual art, and such ancillary activities and crafts as booster pamphlets, real
estate promotions, and citrus box labels, McClung presents a new and refreshingly revisionist view of the
city’s growth. Examining designed spaces, including buildings, parks, freeways, and whole neighborhoods
and communities, he gives readers a strong sense of the contradictions, failures, and triumphs that continue
to govern L.A.'s image of itself.

Los Angeles Times Best Nonfiction Book of 2000
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

This Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies of Los Angeles are usually reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies
of Los Angeles can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies of Los Angeles forcing you to have an enormous
of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Billy Benitez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies of
Los Angeles e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Landscapes of Desire: Anglo
Mythologies of Los Angeles as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide
that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Dawn Fernandez:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies of Los
Angeles can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Elmo Bragg:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Landscapes of Desire: Anglo Mythologies of Los Angeles can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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