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Looks at the role of the Hunan First Normal School in fostering a generation of founders and key figures in
the Chinese Communist Party.

How did an obscure provincial teachers college produce graduates who would go on to become founders and
ideologues of the Chinese Communist Party? Mao Zedong, Cai Hesen, Xiao Zisheng, and others attended the
Hunan First Normal School. Focusing on their alma mater, this work explores the critical but overlooked role
modern schools played in sowing the seeds of revolution in the minds of students seeking modern education
in the 1910s. The Hunan First Normal School was one of many reformed schools established in China in the
early twentieth century in response to the urgent need to modernize the nation. Its history is a tapestry woven
of traditional Chinese and modern Western threads. Chinese tradition figured significantly in the character of
the school, yet Western ideas and contemporary social, political, and intellectual circumstances strongly
shaped its policies and practices. Examining the background, curriculum, and the reforms of the school, as
well as its teachers and radical students, Liyan Liu argues that China’s modern schools provided a venue that
nurtured and spread new ideas, including Communist revolution.

“While [Liu] rightly fills a scholarly lacuna, she tells a fascinating story with a mix of super narratives and
informative discourse to underscore First Normal’s role in shaping a new generation of Chinese intellectuals
… this is a finely crafted monograph. Its style is poetic, its tale interesting, its assessment sound, its structure
solid, and its points transparent.” — American Review of China Studies
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From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

The reserve untitled Red Genesis: The Hunan Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism,
1903-1921 (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is the publication that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could get the e-book of Red Genesis: The Hunan Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism,
1903-1921 (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

John Guenther:

Typically the book Red Genesis: The Hunan Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism,
1903-1921 (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) has a lot details on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Mary Banks:

The book untitled Red Genesis: The Hunan Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism, 1903-
1921 (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you
in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Betty Brown:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Red Genesis: The Hunan
Normal School and the Creation of Chinese Communism, 1903-1921 (Suny Series in Chinese Philosophy
and Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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