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Critical edition of three women’s oral slave narratives.

Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts is a critical collection of three women’s oral slave narratives, Louisa
Picquet, the Octoroon: A Tale of Southern Slave Life (1861), The Story of Mattie J. Jackson (1866), and
Sylvia Dubois, A Biography of The Slave Who Whipped Her Mistress and Gained Her Freedom (1883), that
have received little scholarly attention owing both to the oral nature of the texts and the circumstances of
their publication and republication. Taken together, these narratives display African American women’s
discursive practices that subvert oppression, assert agency, and create representations of the past that counter
dominant narratives of both slavery and American culture. This volume ensures that twenty-first-century
readers “hear” these voices to not only gain historical knowledge, but also to understand the dynamics of
literacy and self-representation, and to locate oral narratives in the spectrum and tradition of African
American literary production.

“These three oral life narratives of ex-slave women, originally spoken through a second-person interviewer,
will interest all readers … The book is a welcome addition for the fields of oral history, women’s studies,
African American studies, and US history and culture.” — CHOICE

“This book provides an important chronology of nineteenth-century women’s life. It organizes and
summarizes a wealth of historical materials, offering scholars and other readers an unprecedented and rich
resource.” — Joycelyn Moody, author of Sentimental Confessions: Spiritual Narratives of Nineteenth-
Century African American Women
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives? Maybe it is to
be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Johnnie McCormick:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts:
Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Kristen Wright:

The book with title Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave
Narratives has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

George Chadwick:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Speaking Lives, Authoring
Texts: Three African American Women's Oral Slave Narratives which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's notice.
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