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Critical discussions of the Victorian realist novel tend to focus on its vivid representations of everyday life.
The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real proposes that the genre is founded in desire, moving the novels not
towards a shared reality but rather toward distinct fantasies: dreams of the real.

Rather than simply redefine Victorian realism or propose a new canon for it, The Victorian Novel Dreams of
the Real argues that the real is inevitably, for the Victorian realist novel, an object of desire: what the novel
seeks to capture and represent. A novel's construction of the real is therefore inseparable from its fantasy of
the real--a formulation Audrey Jaffe refers to as "realist fantasy." One way in which this simultaneity
manifests itself is that the conventions novels frequently use to represent characters' dreams, daydreams, and
fantasies overlap with those each novel uses to create its realist effects. In new readings of Victorian novels
(including Eliot's Adam Bede, Dickens's Oliver Twist, Hardy's The Mayor of Casterbridge and The Return of
the Native, Trollope's Orley Farm, and Wilkie Collins's Armadale), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real
demonstrates that one of the signal effects of this overlapping is Victorian realism's construction of the real
as an object of readerly desire.

Jaffe shows that realism and fantasy in the Victorian realist novel are not opposed, but rather occupy the
same space and are shaped by the same conventions. Revisiting and reconsidering key elements of realist
novel theory (including metonymy; the insignificant detail; character interiority; the representation of
everyday life and the idea of disillusionment), The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real also uncovers and
anatomizes representational strategies unique to each text.
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From reader reviews:

Karyn Turner:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real:
Conventions and Ideology. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Sharon Clayton:

This The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology without
we know teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology can bring any time you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology having fine arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Helen Jackson:

You will get this The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Toni Sargent:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Victorian Novel Dreams of the Real: Conventions and Ideology when
you desired it?
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