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The essence of religion was once widely thought to be a unique form of experience that could not be
explained in neurological, psychological, or sociological terms. In recent decades scholars have questioned
the privileging of the idea of religious experience in the study of religion, an approach that effectively
isolated the study of religion from the social and natural sciences. Religious Experience Reconsidered lays
out a framework for research into religious phenomena that reclaims experience as a central concept while
bridging the divide between religious studies and the sciences.

Ann Taves shifts the focus from "religious experience," conceived as a fixed and stable thing, to an
examination of the processes by which people attribute meaning to their experiences. She proposes a new
approach that unites the study of religion with fields as diverse as neuroscience, anthropology, sociology,
and psychology to better understand how these processes are incorporated into the broader cultural
formations we think of as religious or spiritual. Taves addresses a series of key questions: how can we set up
studies without obscuring contestations over meaning and value? What is the relationship between
experience and consciousness? How can research into consciousness help us access and interpret the
experiences of others? Why do people individually or collectively explain their experiences in religious
terms? How can we set up studies that allow us to compare experiences across times and cultures?

Religious Experience Reconsidered demonstrates how methods from the sciences can be combined with
those from the humanities to advance a naturalistic understanding of the experiences that people deem
religious.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-
Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Religious Experience
Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kelly Thompson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Religious
Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Things
suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Religious Experience
Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other Special Thingsis the main of
several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Frank Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is
this Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion and Other
Special Things.

Paul Andrews:

Often the book Religious Experience Reconsidered: A Building-Block Approach to the Study of Religion
and Other Special Things has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this



book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.
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