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Based on fieldwork at the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory—the facility that designed the neutron
bomb and the warhead for the MX missile—Nuclear Rites takes the reader deep inside the top-secret culture
of a nuclear weapons lab. Exploring the scientists' world of dark humor, ritualized secrecy, and disciplined
emotions, anthropologist Hugh Gusterson uncovers the beliefs and values that animate their work. He
discovers that many of the scientists are Christians, deeply convinced of the morality of their work, and a
number are liberals who opposed the Vietnam War and the Reagan-Bush agenda. Gusterson also examines
the anti-nuclear movement, concluding that the scientists and protesters are alike in surprising ways, with
both cultures reflecting the hopes and anxieties of an increasingly threatened middle class.

In a lively, wide-ranging account, Gusterson analyzes the ethics and politics of laboratory employees, the
effects of security regulations on the scientists' private lives, and the role of nuclear tests—beyond the
obvious scientific one—as rituals of initiation and transcendence. He shows how the scientists learn to
identify in an almost romantic way with the power of the machines they design—machines they do not fear.

In the 1980s the "world behind the fence" was thrown into crisis by massive anti-nuclear protests at the gates
of the lab and by the end of the Cold War. Linking the emergence of the anti-nuclear movement to shifting
gender roles and the development of postindustrial capitalism, Gusterson concludes that the scientists and
protesters are alike in surprising ways, and that both cultures reflect the hopes and anxieties of an
increasingly threatened middle class.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Nuclear Rites: A
Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Doris Rice:

This Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War are usually reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at
the End of the Cold War can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sophia Morrison:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the
End of the Cold War or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Nuclear Rites: A Weapons Laboratory at the End of the Cold War to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Alice Hille:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Nuclear Rites:
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