
Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life
and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures

Initiative)
Karen Weingarten

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0813565308
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0813565308
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0813565308


Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and
Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative)

Karen Weingarten

Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures
Initiative) Karen Weingarten
 The public debate on abortion stretches back much further than Roe v. Wade, to long before the terms “pro-
choice” and “pro-life” were ever invented. Yet the ways Americans discussed abortion in the early decades
of the twentieth century had little in common with our now-entrenched debates about personal responsibility
and individual autonomy.

Abortion in the American Imagination returns to the moment when American writers first dared to broach
the controversial subject of abortion. What was once a topic avoided by polite society, only discussed in
vague euphemisms behind closed doors, suddenly became open to vigorous public debate as it was
represented everywhere from sensationalistic melodramas to treatises on social reform. Literary scholar and
cultural historian Karen Weingarten shows how these discussions were remarkably fluid and far-ranging,
touching upon issues of eugenics, economics, race, and gender roles.

Weingarten traces the discourses on abortion across a wide array of media, putting fiction by canonical
writers like William Faulkner, Edith Wharton, and Langston Hughes into conversation with the era’s films,
newspaper articles, and activist rhetoric. By doing so, she exposes not only the ways that public perceptions
of abortion changed over the course of the twentieth century, but also the ways in which these abortion
debates shaped our very sense of what it means to be an American.   
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this Abortion in the American
Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative) book as beginning
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Larry Boggs:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Abortion in the American Imagination:
Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative) book as this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you probably know this.

Rebecca Walton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Abortion in the American
Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative) suitable to you? The
book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Abortion in the American
Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative)is the main of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From
the book Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and Choice, 1880-1940 (The American
Literatures Initiative) we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end



up being doubt to change your life at this time book Abortion in the American Imagination: Before Life and
Choice, 1880-1940 (The American Literatures Initiative). You can more desirable than now.
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