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Despite the humble origins of its name (Anglo Saxon for "the speck at the head of a boil"), the dot has been
one of the most versatile players in the history of written communication, to the point that it has become
virtually indispensable. Now, in On the Dot, Alexander and Nicholas Humez offer a wide ranging,
entertaining account of this much overlooked and minuscule linguistic sign.

The Humez brothers shed light on the dot in all its various forms. As a mark of punctuation, they show, it
plays many roles--as sentence stopper, a constituent of the colon (a clause stopper), and the ellipsis (dot dot
dot). In musical notation, it denotes "and a half." In computerese, it has several different functions (as in dot
com, the marker between a file name and its extension, and in some slightly more arcane uses in
programming languages). The dot also plays a number of roles in mathematics, including the notation of
world currency (such as dollars dot cents), in Morse code (dots and dashes), and in the raised dots of Braille.
And as the authors connect all these dots, they take readers on an engaging tour of the highways and byways
of language, ranging from the history of the question mark and its lesser known offshoots the point d'ironie
and the interrobang, to acronyms and backronyms, power point bullets and asterisks, emoticons and the "at-
sign."

Playful, wide-ranging, and delightfully informative, On the Dot reveals how thoroughly the dot is embedded
in our everyday world of words and ideas, acquiring a power inversely proportional to its diminutive size.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called On the Dot:
The Speck That Changed the World? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Theresa Pepper:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this On the Dot: The Speck That
Changed the World book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Evelyn Garcia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be examine. On the Dot: The Speck That Changed the World can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Armando McFarland:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That On the Dot: The Speck That Changed the World can give
you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have On the Dot: The Speck That Changed the World.
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