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In this pioneering history of transportation and communication in the modern Middle East, On Barak argues
that contrary to accepted wisdom technological modernity in Egypt did not drive a sense of time focused on
standardization only. Surprisingly, the introduction of the steamer, railway, telegraph, tramway, and
telephone in colonial Egypt actually triggered the development of unique timekeeping practices that
resignified and subverted the typical modernist infatuation with expediency and promptness. These
countertempos, predicated on uneasiness over “dehumanizing” European standards of efficiency, sprang
from and contributed to non-linear modes of arranging time.

Barak shows how these countertempos formed and developed with each new technological innovation during
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, contributing to a particularly Egyptian sense of time that
extends into the present day, exerting influence over contemporary political language in the Arab world. The
universal notion of a modern mechanical standard time and the deviations supposedly characterizing non-
Western settings “from time immemorial,” On Time provocatively argues, were in fact mutually constitutive
and mutually reinforcing.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin House:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt.

Timothy Payne:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside that you can
your reading talent was fluently. A e-book On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt will
make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Jimmy Stone:

This On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This particular On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry On Time:
Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This On Time:
Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Nancy Williams:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list will be On Time: Technology and Temporality in Modern Egypt.
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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