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Joseph A. Amato proposes a bold and innovative approach to writing local history in this imaginative, wide-
ranging, and deeply engaging exploration of the meaning of place and home. Arguing that people of every
place and time deserve a history, Amato draws on his background as a European cultural historian and a
prolific writer of local history to explore such topics as the history of cleanliness, sound, anger, madness, the
clandestine, and the environment in southwestern Minnesota. While dedicated to the unique experiences of a
place, his lively work demonstrates that contemporary local history provides a vital link for understanding
the relation between immediate experience and the metamorphosis of the world at large. In an era of
encompassing forces and global sensibilities, Rethinking Home advocates the power of local history to
revivify the individual, the concrete, and the particular. This singular book offers fresh perspectives, themes,
and approaches for energizing local history at a time when the very notion of place is in jeopardy.

Amato explains how local historians shape their work around objects we can touch and institutions we have
directly experienced. For them, theory always gives way to facts. His vivid portraits of individual people,
places, situations, and cases (which include murders, crop scams, and taking custody of the law) are joined to
local illustrations of the use of environmental and ecological history. This book also puts local history in the
service of contemporary history with the examination of recent demographic, social, and cultural
transformations. Critical concluding chapters on politics and literature--especially Sinclair Lewis's Main
Street and Longfellow's Hiawatha--show how metaphor and myth invent, distort, and hold captive local
towns, peoples, and places.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Greenwell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History. Try to make
the book Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History as your pal. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Scott Marin:

Exactly why? Because this Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Adam Blandford:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing
Local History publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Rethinking Home: A
Case for Writing Local History as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Richard Manning:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Rethinking Home: A Case for Writing Local History when you needed it?
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