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The Age of Louis XIV focuses on Europe at the time of his ascension to the throne of France. By far one of
the most dynamic and aggressive monarchs in the 17th and 18th centuries, and the longest reigning monarch
in history, Louis XIV’s ambitions knew no bounds. He sought by any means possible to promote the House
of Bourbon to a level that would eclipse the rival Habsburgs. After embarking on successive wars against
neighbors, Louis saw an opportunity to gain power that would make France dominant on the global stage.
This power play turned into the War of the Spanish Succession.
At the heart of the conflict was the inheritance of the Habsburg Kingdom of Spain and its territorial
possessions. With the death of the childless King Charles II, there arose rival claimants to the throne of Spain
and thereby to the Spanish possessions both in Europe and throughout the world. The royal Houses of
Europe, specifically the House of Bourbon (France), the House of Habsburg (Austria), and the House of
Wittelsbach (Bavaria), sought to partition the Spanish empire, but the negotiations setting about the terms of
division failed.
On his deathbed, Charles II willed the entire Spanish realm to Philip, the Duke of Anjou, a member of the
House of Bourbon. Philip was the second grandson of King Louis XIV of France, who sought to increase the
prestige and power of the Kingdom of France by placing his grandson on the Spanish throne. With Philip
firmly established in Spain, King Louis XIV would have a significant advantages over his rival Houses in the
European balance of power, as Spain was a very active empire. European statesmen, however, viewed a
dominant House of Bourbon as an unwelcome threat to the stability in Europe, commonly called the
“Balance of Power”.
Louis XIV was one of the most important figures in European and world history in terms of the development
of absolute power. He was far and away the most powerful monarch of his time and ruled his subjects and
terrified his neighbors with equal vigor.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Bulger:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Age of Louis XIV - and
the War of the Spanish Succession (Illustrated) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Adele Rowan:

The e-book with title The Age of Louis XIV - and the War of the Spanish Succession (Illustrated) has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Eddie Patten:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Age of Louis XIV - and the
War of the Spanish Succession (Illustrated) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the The Age of Louis XIV - and the War of the Spanish Succession (Illustrated)
when you needed it?
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