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Soaring images, rhythmic language, and wry humor come together in these three narrative poems that
explore travel from an African American historical and social perspective. A cab ride turns into an amazing
encounter with the driver, an amateur physicist whose ideas about space and time travel spark the poet's
musings on chutzpah and artistic ambition. A trip to Triolet, a Creole village in the Indian Ocean island
nation of Mauritius, leads the poet to ponder the past and present as she reflects on the ironic complexities of
the slave trade and its legacy shared by so many peoples. And in "The Cachoeira Tales," longing to take her
family on a journey to "some place sanctified by the Negro soul," the poet finds herself in Brazil's Bahia,
along with a theater director, a jazz musician, a retired commercial pilot, an activist, a university student, and
two mysterious African American women whom they meet along the way. In rhymed couplets, each pilgrim
tells a story, and the result is a rollicking, sensual exploration of spirit and community, with a nod to Chaucer
and to traditional Trickster tales.

Using her remarkable ability to educate and inspire, Marilyn Nelson demonstrates the power of travel to
transform our imaginations. We have long known that travel broadens; in these poems, it also deepens and
makes wiser.

Joined skin to skin, we moved like molecules
in the great, impossible miracle
of atmosphere, swaying to the music,
all eyes on the stage, all hearts attuning
themselves in beautiful polyrhythmy,
one shaking booty. On one side of me
a young man danced; I felt his muscled warmth
flow into mine, his pure, sexual strength.
On my other sides young women danced, whose curves
bumped me softly, dancing without reserve,
hands waving in the air, releasing scent
fragrant as nard. We danced in reverent,
silent assent to the praise-song of drums.
-- from "Olodum" of "The Cachoeira Tales"
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Cachoeira Tales and Other
Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bertha Costa:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum
Poetry Award) as the daily resource information.

Eric Reynolds:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E.
Phillabaum Poetry Award) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Gaye Lewis:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E.
Phillabaum Poetry Award) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Cachoeira Tales and Other Poems (L. E. Phillabaum Poetry Award)



to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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